
Shark	
  Dichotomous	
  Key	
  
	
  

Standards:	
  
GLE	
  0507.5.1	
  Investigate	
  physical	
  characteristics	
  associated	
  with	
  
different	
  groups	
  of	
  animals	
  
GLE	
  0807.5.1	
  Identify	
  various	
  criteria	
  used	
  to	
  classify	
  organisms	
  into	
  
groups.	
  
GLE	
  0807.5.2	
  Use	
  a	
  simple	
  classification	
  key	
  to	
  identify	
  a	
  specific	
  
organism.	
  
	
  
Supplies:	
  

• 12	
  Laminated	
  Shark	
  Tooth	
  Charts	
  	
  
• Binder	
  with	
  lesson	
  and	
  student	
  worksheet	
  copies	
  
• 6	
  bags	
  of	
  shark	
  teeth.	
  

	
  
	
   	
  This	
  activity	
  is	
  about	
  learning	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  dichotomous	
  key	
  
to	
  sort	
  biological	
  items	
  of	
  a	
  certain	
  category.	
  The	
  first	
  half	
  of	
  
the	
  activity	
  is	
  a	
  worksheet	
  called	
  “Name	
  That	
  Fish”.	
  The	
  
students	
  will	
  get	
  the	
  page	
  with	
  the	
  key	
  and	
  the	
  fish	
  pictures.	
  
The	
  first	
  page	
  is	
  instructions	
  for	
  the	
  teacher	
  or	
  fellow	
  to	
  use.	
  
The	
  second	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  activity	
  is	
  creating	
  a	
  dichotomous	
  key	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  Common	
  Vertebrate	
  Fossils	
  chart	
  and	
  then	
  sort	
  
their	
  real	
  shark	
  teeth	
  using	
  that	
  key.	
  
	
  
	
   Students	
  should	
  use	
  the	
  laminated	
  chart	
  with	
  Common	
  
Vertebrate	
  Fossils	
  on	
  one	
  side	
  and	
  shark	
  and	
  tooth	
  name	
  parts	
  
to	
  create	
  a	
  shark	
  tooth	
  dichotomous	
  key.	
  Once	
  they	
  have	
  
created	
  a	
  key	
  they	
  should	
  then	
  sort	
  their	
  bags	
  of	
  shark	
  teeth.	
  
This	
  activity	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  group	
  or	
  solo	
  activity	
  depending	
  on	
  your	
  
class	
  needs.	
  
	
  
	
   Please	
  try	
  to	
  handle	
  the	
  fossils	
  with	
  care	
  and	
  make	
  sure	
  
the	
  students	
  don’t	
  take	
  what	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  supposed	
  to	
  take.	
  



	
   	
  



Shark	
  Dichotomous	
  Keys	
  
	
  
Dichotomous	
  key	
  
/daɪˈkɒtəməs/	
  
1. a	
  key	
  used	
  to	
  identify	
  a	
  plant	
  or	
  animal	
  in	
  which	
  each	
  
stage	
  presents	
  descriptions	
  of	
  two	
  distinguishing	
  
characters,	
  with	
  a	
  direction	
  to	
  another	
  stage	
  in	
  the	
  key,	
  
until	
  the	
  species	
  is	
  identified	
  

	
  
In	
  a	
  dichotomous	
  key	
  each	
  step	
  has	
  two	
  questions	
  hence,	
  the	
  

di-­‐	
  prefix.	
  Based	
  on	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  question,	
  the	
  user	
  then	
  
moves	
  on	
  to	
  a	
  different	
  number	
  in	
  the	
  key	
  and	
  selects	
  which	
  
question	
  answers	
  the	
  attributes	
  of	
  the	
  specimen	
  in	
  question	
  
and	
  moves	
  on	
  until	
  the	
  key	
  yields	
  the	
  correct	
  classification.	
  
	
  

This	
  activity	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  dichotomous	
  key	
  activity	
  in	
  
which	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  various	
  species	
  in	
  the	
  shark	
  family.	
  Use	
  the	
  
key	
  to	
  identify	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  fish	
  on	
  the	
  page.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  unfamiliar	
  
with	
  the	
  terms	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  labeled	
  shark	
  on	
  the	
  laminated	
  sheet.	
  
After	
  you	
  have	
  completed	
  that	
  worksheet	
  it	
  is	
  your	
  turn	
  to	
  
design	
  your	
  own	
  dichotomous	
  key	
  for	
  the	
  shark’s	
  teeth	
  
pictured	
  on	
  the	
  chart.	
  Use	
  the	
  technical	
  name	
  for	
  the	
  shark	
  
tooth	
  parts	
  in	
  your	
  key.	
  	
  Once	
  the	
  key	
  is	
  created	
  based	
  on	
  
Common	
  Vertebrate	
  Fossils	
  sort	
  your	
  bag	
  of	
  shark	
  teeth	
  
according	
  to	
  your	
  key.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   	
  



	
  
	
   	
  



	
  
	
  

	
   	
  



	
  
	
   	
  

Courtesy of FruitChicken Industries. Visit us at https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/Fruitchicken-Industries 

 

Name: ____________________________________________  Class: __________ 

1a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
1b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
2a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
2b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
3a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
3b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
4a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
4b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
5a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
5b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
6a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
6b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
7a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
7b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
8a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
8b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
9a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
9b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
10a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
10b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 



	
  
	
   	
  

Courtesy of FruitChicken Industries. Visit us at https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/Fruitchicken-Industries 

 

Name: ____________________________________________  Class: __________ 

11a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
11b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
12a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
12b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
13a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
13b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
14a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
14b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
15a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
15b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
16a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
16b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
17a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
17b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
18a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
18b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
19a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
19b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
   
20a. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 
20b. _________________________________________________ ____________________ 



	
  
	
  


